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Successful government starts with collaboration 
Paula Stepp wants to bring the different voices of our county together to work collaboratively for a better county today and a better 
future for this county tomorrow.  
 
Working as associate publisher for Big Stone Publishing in Carbondale for the last six years, Paula created partnerships linking the     
mutual success of outdoor industry businesses, the Big Stone magazines and the passion of their readers. She built partnerships over 
time, with commitment, integrity, trust and creativity.  
 
As one of 10 children in a military family, Paula spent her childhood traveling the world. After completing college, Paula moved to 
Glenwood Springs in 1979. She has made this valley her home while raising a family, enjoying the outdoor amenities at her doorstep, 
serving on community boards, and working in Garfield County.  
 
After two years of working at the El Jebel Tree Farm, Paula switched her career path to publishing. She worked for local newspapers in 
the 1980s, followed by Climbing Magazine in Carbondale in the 1990s. Paula continued with publishing, marketing and the outdoor 
industry, working as a consultant for two years with her own business and then joining the owners of Big Stone Publishing who 
brought Rock and Ice and Trail Runner to Carbondale in 2002. 
  
Her passion for taking care of her community includes board representation with Healthy Mountain Communities, Junior Achievement 
and Cooper Corner (elderly daycare.) She also is a mentor with the RE-1 Precollegiate Program, taught ESL through Literacy Outreach 
and religious education at St. Stephens. She volunteers as a DJ at KDNK Public Radio.  
 
Paula married Frank Martin in 2003. Their merged family includes Savanna Stepp who lives near Salt Lake City with her husband Bran-
don Everett and two children; Zack Stepp who lives in Portland, Oregon; and Dillon Martin and Beckett Martin who live in Fort Collins. 

With a diverse county, we need diverse representation. 
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A new perspective 
Garfield County has a large and increas-
ingly diverse population. Whether     
deciding a county issue or collaborating 
and sharing information at the regional, 
state or national levels, the board of 
county commissioners makes choices 
that have a powerful impact on all of us. 
It’s time the board has a wider spectrum 
of people represented at the table.    
Paula will bring a different perspective 
to each discussion that affects the 
health, welfare, environment, safety and 
living standard for all the people and 
businesses in this county. 

 

Working together 
Garfield county stretches from Sweet-
water at the base of the Flat Tops to the 
Utah border. Each town along the     
Colorado and Roaring Fork river corri-
dors wrestles with the same concerns, 
and these towns are tied together by the 
people that work, live and travel             
between these communities. Businesses 
need employees. Employees need busi-
nesses that can provide a living wage 
and a county that has affordable hous-
ing, adequate transportation, and 
affordable health care. As a commission-
er, Paula will make sure the county takes 
a lead roll in uniting   communities in 
Garfield County. The county needs to be 
a driving force with regional and com-
munity collaboration to make sure we 
are taking care of the citizens. 

Economic Stability  
The towns and businesses in Garfield 
County continue to be affected by the 
boom and bust cycle of oil and gas     
development. We need to put infra-
structure in place that will drive broader 
economic diversity. Better broadband 
networking and making our airport more 
amenable to business travel will attract 
new industry. Solar and wind energy is 
now competitive with the price of oil 
and gas and noncyclical in nature, so we 
need to take a lead in the development 
of these renewable resources. Many 
rural counties are benefitting from the 
growing cannabis industry, and Garfield 
County needs to adopt regulations to 
support this industry. Additionally, we 
have underdeveloped tourism and out-
door activity potential that could        
provide more stability and steady eco-
nomic growth.  

Learn More At: 

www.PaulaStepp.com 


